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I OWE AN APQOLCGY TO IXE RIDDLE, he tells ue., He
EN TH' APXH‘came dotm kere Vo Baltimore on June 31, 1954, ard
visited Raleigh and me. Ve had m greats Gime, and
I met my firvst faneditor (cuteide of Ral)e. & tremendous experience dox
me. Angé I didn's even mention it. Well, £0 now you know., i While ev-
eryone was up in Cleveland having fun, I took my yearly threeday vage~
$ion, and spent the Lebor Day weoekend with Laxzy Stark up in the siicks
of Hew Jersey. On Labor Doy we wont into New York, whewe we met Lee Ride
dle and Maunrice Lubin. (Somedsy I*11l have %o expiain®Mausice Iubin® %o
you.) A Telleow by the name of Harvey Segal tuwrned wp, and we went %o a
hotel. Now the purpose of the entive trip was to meet = Greck fap who
has appeared in thess pages~-Easil Coukis~=cn hig fizst trip to smerica.
He was scheduled to come in to pont on Tuesday. 8o, next mozning, afie~
2 variegated evening=-Lee went %o Brookiyn, me Ho the Bronx & Segal’a
home, and Lubin %o a movie with his googeo doll=-we got out Lo the dook,
1'd imagine we got therxe a@bouv 8.20 in the morning. The whole place was
quite orowded, and only the baggage had come down off the ship. Lee
managed %o get & pass to go throuvgh the restraining line (mainly vhrough
his wmiform} and K.L., Segel and 1 walted oulside. an hour ow so latern
he deocided he neaded Bomcone gliée, and got me throngh the lins. He adood
guard over the X¥s and I over the U8, as Coukis can also be spelisd Kou~
kis. A% sbout 11, we diecovered that (2) all foreigners hed %o ge ¢thru
an snclosure recembling a pigpen, (b)) all #. had o number issusd %o them
stamped on their customs forms, (o} close record was kept of these, {d)
Humber ¥91 had not yvet gone fhrough. 8o we waited,
¥Mloe and Harvey weze £1ill back in the waiting room. I wondered
vaguely how they felt. Well, at obout 12 aoon aimost all the passengers
had come off the ship., CocazZsionally somsone would trickie into +the
inclosure and wander oif. Lee offered %o buy me a drink, and went off
%o the stand in the middle of the flooy abous B0 feet awey. Barely con-
scious of the custous oificials, I pondered something or other——provably
how many times I shonld mention Lee in Un Se-whon I noticed somsone eX-
plaining %o & CGreek fellow that Ythexe was a Havy man hewe just a minuake
880..." and being totally wmable %o communicaie. The OGreck was Couvkis,
and thus I was the first tc welcone him o America. me of the nicest
’ h this v

[ = =

F;s is cnaracter gsﬁsinat%gn, AND I TOVE IT411V-Ted Whites
! 8 & Sequel to & '"myabeTious" lediey inm Um ¢, George Uetzel and £
intended e write wp a feaiture for Um 8 in which I intewviewed George as
the wimnner of the contest. The point of the humor was to be twofold @
George was the wrier of the letber and the winner of the antest both, and
the interview was Yo get oul of hand. AL the last minude, George could
not participais, end I wes foced with wriling his vart for him. Thus I
had %o think what he would have said, and it appears I made a wess of it.

Geozge Wetzel has grown tived of Ellicon and "Ellisconiem.® However,
1 didn't know it ot the time, and so I piotured George 28 making coarsely
bu morous remazks sboul HBE. I was Hrying to imegine what George would
have said, and wap writing 1% with the inbtent more to rib his active dise-
plessure with Ellsson than io make character assassinaiion (sse sbovel.

Jomeone took it eerviocusly and wrote to feigel about it., Apparzentiy
the ocurrent thought i3 that Webzel has a controlling interess in Umbre.
Let me say here that, for what i%'s worth, I cousider this an imsult, to
nyself. Umbra is my own magaszine, and nobody $ells me what I do in i%.
I appreciate all suggesbtions, and consider them all, bub in thé Final

 anglysis, .although 1 take advice right and lefs, I roh Uzbrs. ## I spolo-
4y gize to George Wetzel for insimumations made in Unmbra 8.




B cc2x drconse PR WIS

S SYLVESTER
ERVER

PAT URAVER I8 A FATHEAD !

& Semeday I hope to own and opexrate my own

“3’?553 Fapezine...and when I do; that sentence will

" probably be flown froam the masthead four times
a year. If you elt s%ill for a few pages,i'll
try %o outline why. This wen't be %erribly stefnish, though, for those
few who read Umbra but prefer fanzines; end,as with my last article,John,
I'm afraid 1t wontt reach your interesta or ideas.But I've hated Pat Wea~-
ver with a vengeance for years, and now's as good a time ae any to explain
to_the world why. :

Pat Weaver runs NBC-=a job which is increasingly important %o the worid
in general,and since our house is ruled by Video,extremely important to
me personally.He has literelly billions of dollaxs at his pushbutioned
fingertips ,and the fate of many an evening of your and my time zight in
his vest pocket.So far,all he’s been sble to do about it 18 goof off.

For a man who rumns one of the blgges? enter Salnmeni-producing busines-
ge8 in the world(they call hinm something like"Vice-President in Charge of
Programning®or some gsuch),Pat has an unusuzl history.He was,and s$ili is,
an Advertising man.Just how insldicus a fact that is 11l show later.His
biggest olaim to fame previcus to owning NBO was having worked for an
overpaid slob called(I think;precision on names has always been my weak-
ness)¥Bet-A=Million"Gates, By now Pat has seen Gates's Uillion and
raised him a billion or two.

Once he got his filthy clams on the mess entertaimment business,he
really went to town,though.lNot just former friends.,but former oconquests
now form Pat's reputation.(He admitied most of these things in an expose
interview with Steve Allen one night.Steve didn't think of it as an ex-
pose, but I did.) :

While still a member of the teazm instead of team ceplain, he began by
making Hamburger of Saturday night television. He instigated: "Your Show
of Shows"-=a 1% hour progrem with nine spearate sponsors,each. of whom de-
manded maximum alr time for thelr own commercial-breaks.Pat says,"It al-
lowed small advertisers the chance %o buy air %time on TV for the first
time."Sure 1t did.It also changed Your Show of Shows into a putrid bosh
of too-8hort capusles of time interrupted all too often by filmed messages.

It also inaugurated a diegusting raeh of advertising ghmmicks,one of
them the previewing of commercials ("Ihis week Crime Time was brought to
you by Crunchy-Wunchies,the breakfast food that hlows your head off:
week Crime Time will be brought to you by Explosive Tires,the tires that
save time by not only dlowing out but bilowing all the way off the rimlk},
That alone doubles the time taken by Ptual fiuff and cuts down real enfer-
tainment.Another result was program sharing: programs uging two commer-
olals by one sponsor and the third from next week's Sponsor.The proctioe,




breaks the wmity of the program; have any of you TV glaves notlced that
"Your Hit Parsde® lacks comebhing since Lucky 2trike has used the shave-
the-show routine with that home permanent glop? I havegand I blame P.V.

Then he did some good things, which he has succeeded in running into
the ground. "Today,® "Tonight," and "Home" were Weaverisms.The only one
I can stand is "Tonight," and Steve /"len i& respomsible for whate ver .
staying power that show han. Conmpare %o the old Garroway Show, "Teday
is & sad misuse of fine talent.

But Weaver couldn’'t 1le% & sing : suv ess alor. He created Meni%graﬁhe
graveyard where radio is inderrc .Thi 1is €. sei "ially a 40 hour Tonight
with no picture tube,and it hae wven 39 mnecbhiy = of value...and little
that was promised. For instance *her. axe the 'RAMAS in “"vignette format®
that the greabt Mr. Weaver pwromis us' 211 the . I've ever heard are small
excerpie from movie sownd btracks,

Oh, but let’s not forget Pat We ver': greatus® triumph of extravagant .
lack of taste s Spechisgulerg ! And nile 2're un the subject, let's not for-
get Pat's own definition of spec wculay . a large,expensive.sonstimes amu-
sing advertieing sign. The Camels Soml: - ‘lowing-ring was the first, The
Budweiser 8ign in New York,that ¢»owe g 'opiny horses,or the Anhacuser-
Busch sign near Hewark that feati @8 2 . ing cagle, all accompanied by
flashing lighis,distance end opti 7 . lusicnp--are beet examples,

A TV %ube %oo uses fizsh ng 1ir 3,4f % 10e and opilcal illuwsioniand a
Pat Weaver "Spectacular® is a mil v am % g sirnboard presented only %o
publicize the brand name or name: £ sor T .ing.in fact,one of the ground
rules seeme to be that the¥ nbex! amen’ ¥ Iwesn commercials sheuld not
be better written or better actec han : comme ials themselves. This
would be cpposed to & Spschacula: DHT 3@,

The first Spectacular was an ac¢ .dent: perhaps vhat?e why Patts wither-
ing olamg didn®t ruin it. The tw¥ hour ~»d Annl .sr8ary Show was suderb
entertainment and perfect showmerchip. . en it became such a talked-about
success, Veaver and leibman sawv 1. it %1 : germ of the "3pectacular® for-
mula., It jgmigng a damn good fomuala=-1 "5 just that Weaver can't forget
his advertising agency dbackgrownd,

8till there is8 hope--and I me¢ 1 shori I asse sination. I've contem=
plated that tcojbut I've aleo co templ: o 1 the horror of & worse meathead
succeeding Veaver.That was the o 'y fi¢ in Cz 3ius? vemedy io® Caesarism.

No, the real hope of the natic liee .n the act thal every once in a
while Weaver gets scared to deal and .ometh! g gcod happens. Just a
short time ago the FCC, the New vk 7 ues, ax CBE were all talking
about gghggzﬁﬁiggg television. T .3 is " sure sign that all of them,and
Weaver too, ow about it a good leal sfore 1 8d,

The results were two more Trviy Gre © plec = of TV entertainment :the
showing of Peter Pan and The 8kia of (. r Teeil, in vignette format, with
millions of 1ittle advertiserf8. Thev w:re so superior no one branded them
with the stigme "spestacular.? Pat hop ° to prove that commercial TV
give us great entertailnment, af great o pay~as-youv~see TV.I%t can,when-
ever Pat Tleaver lets it,for We:er is § ° aotive force in TV programming
today.He can't be influemced by public ¢ inion nor pubiic apathy--or Max
Liebman’s Spectaculars would hz 2 been & t%the ashcan o year ago.

So,8ince he's where he is in vl social system,and since hels what he
is,1I hope Pat lleaver stays the .=t frig iened :d-man in the Universe }

LARRY STARK

L

On the next page I am invading i" 2 mate .al sec’ ion of Umbra for the
first time in six issues, or a year and » helf., This is Umbre's special
anniversary feature.



V0 YEARS™
BEFORE THE MASTHEAD

Hello,
My name is John Hitchcock. I am a Baltimorean. This is my story.

I was born in the intolerably hot, stuffy third flcor apartment of
the bullding which then housed the Naryland Diesel School. It was right
accross the alley from the first and cldest Roman Catholic Cathedral in
Americe, the Cathedral of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I
remember in later years looking out the window at the gold cross ator
the cathedzal.

FNobody can deny the fact that I am a Baltimorean. The cathsdral,
and hence the block of my birth and first years, is in the heart of down
town Baltimore, and never in my 1life have 1 spent more than two wecks
outside the oity, and that was only cnce.

In the spring of 1943, when I was bteginning ¢o be aware of things,
we moved to the suburbs west of the city. In the past $welve years the
clty has come out to meet us. But that's quite all right with me.

My schooling began in the County (Baltimore County and City are po-
litieagly 1ndependen%). I spent a minimumn of a year at various private
schools around Catoneville. The best etched in my memory was the Cetons-
ville Church School, the church being the Seventh Day Adveniiet. Here,
in the sixth grade, I became well acquainted with that singular group of
fine, devout individuals who perseveringly walk in cireles on the straight
and narrow path,

At no school did I fit. 8o, after an equally unfruitful year at
the Boys' lLatin School, I found myself at the Baltimore Institute, which
was the exact opposite of an institution (although it often tried). A%
the Boys® Latin School 1 picked up only one thing of importence : from
Latin, an understanding of gramnatical classification, learned with the
language it was built fozr.

I stayed at the Baltimore Institute wntil no more funds were for th-
coming. This building is.three.blocks from the Cathedral, and on the
other side of the Monumend. If you have seen pictures of the Washington
Monument in central Baltimore, thal is the area I was born in, and the
area to which I had' returned. :

S8ince my audience is composed of science fiction fans, they may not
perk up their ears. At this Baltimore Instltute, in 1949, I met Ral
Multog. He was for severzl years afterward my closest friend,in a



empty world., ZIEnough of that. I had also seen a few issues of Astounding
% that time, and had been proporly awed by them, I always wanied to
rvead s8f yregularly, but never had the money. 8o I reread it, and I grew
more fonder of it the more times I looked at it. ¥y 4otal experience
with 8%f up %0 December 1852 wag contalned in Robert Heinlein and three
issues of ASF,

Tuition could not be mci, and in 1952 I headed for Catonsville E3.,
At %he Bal%imore Ipstitute nobody cared particulaxly, amd I was Quite
free. 1 wasn't a misfit, because there was nothing to be a misfls Lrom.
But I ran beack into my old troublies at CH3. I took whal was tc me the
easiest way and ignored their social activities entirely. It was easy.

So 1952 was my first year in & public high school, in the eleventh
grade. In the month of December I hedxd again from Raleigh, He called
up and asked me, "Arse you interesited in scimnce fiotion?" I said yes.
¥hat else could I have said ? Nobl experienced, as & weader, bui quite
interested. He told me & 1ot of things., but the only one I remenbered
after he hung wup wes that he was publishing e magazine, and he was send-
ing me a copy of it. A week later, STAR ROCKETS 1 arrived,

I 1liked i%. I think aayone who knov Raleigh first would have.And
I can't see how anyone who was introduced to him though SR could have
become interested in his club. SR gave a %“remendously falese impression
that was really %rue bubt wrong to begin with, (8hall I go on from here?)
But this is my story. I liked S8R. I told him. He 2aid, "Do you want %o
be assistant editort? I said yeb. After all, why not? So in Januszy I
helped Raleigh put out SR 8. Nine monthe later I discovered another fan-
zine besides 3R. It was A LA SPACE,

After the spring of 1953 I didn®t have much more to do with the wore
kings of SR. bBut in Septemher, Raleigh pubt oul the first issus of ANEW,
& newssheet subsidiary to SR. How I'm the bype who, afier seeing = movie
mekes up one of his orn. This vime my character %rait manifzsted itself,
and I turned up &t Releigh's. He gave me a Dave Basee article on 3D and
lent me several fanzines %o review in projected newssheet., Well,what
would I caeil it? BSimple. RENER. In it I read the fenzines and made
small noiges on paper that were totally irrelsvant, but seversl reople
enjéyed <hen,

', RENEW 1 appeared in October, 1853, /[nd that is why Uwmbra 9 is
marked Second Annish. Renews 2 and 3 followed in Novemver, amd ia R3 I
made the fatal smnouncement. RENEW 4 was going Yo be 2 fanzine. Rs 5,
6, and 7 would be sheets %o balence out the 7-issue volime. (Yes, seven
is my lucky numbexr.) -

By ;}g*%%g 1 meant a magazine produced by a fan. 8ince several
fane had written to me in a tone that included me in fandom,; I decided
I would be ethically authorized to publish a fanzine (under my cwn def-
inition). Renew 4 was nine rages of occesional fmz reviews and fiction
by me. Dave Bates, by ncw a rvegular, did not appear, but I picked up 2
second contributon, Nigel Cadell (real name)., Please remember that I
vas now ln 12%th grade high scheol. I%'s always hard for me %o put the
two together. (Two guesses why.)

Renew 4 I sent out t0o a list of fifty fan editorm. I established o
trade, and fhe fanzine bug hit me. These were the fivet real fanzines I



had possessed all uy own. I could yeread them al leisure. Twenty-Tive
fanzines lying around the house was %too much fox my copying instinct.

It had t0 have a name, It was a throwup (yesS...) bLetween Uldinma
and Umbra. I picked Umbra, although everyone I asked (all nonfane)
shuddered at the sound of an "Unbra.¥ Adversiiy from the star:!

I was happy. I had found something %o do. Avolding high school
soclety left me with an unbearable load of time on my hands. It was ab
this time that I had discevered the romance of langusges, %oo. It was
romence %o me. Still is. The first language that I vent out and got
information on was Iriah. (You do remewber ny spate of Irish, don'i
you?) I've done that with thirty languages now, and itfs still a ro-
mance. But you're fans, and you want to go om.

Umbra 3 appeared in May. No matter now ofien I go back through
those old Ums, I must realize that then I was having fum. I was having
a hell of a good time. Now I'm not. But I'm carrying on much stronger
and more surely tham before. Why is up to youw. Or maybe this %time nexi
year I'11 have doped 1t oubt, and I'11 %ell you in the third ammish,

Back %o the summer of 1854, I graduaied the firgt of June. Ral
got me to run off SR 10, a "30-page" job that turned outs %o be forty. I
procrastinated. I% was done by the end of the month, and I had promised
five days at the most. After that, I wac uvnder the weather. UWork with
no sense of achievement didn’t appeal to any part of me, it seems, I
went down with the measies, and it got %o ne. I was out of the rwnning
for a whole month, and the lousy disease rendered me apathetic to any-
thing for the entire month of August too. In labe w - BepSember I
finally got Umbra 4 out. The summer of 1854 will long live a8 the woretd
in my life. And that's wvhy: I didn't do & thing. Before that, I would
not care; but nov that I had tasted wozk it hurt.

I joined the Cult and WAPA and Hopkins. Umbra was touched for 1%,
and laid low. Christmas I had two weeks to put in out in, and a term
paper a8 well. Worry about both took up the whole holiday., At what I
considered then great cifors, I pabt ocul Umbra 5, in March. I was using
new dittoc supplies, and the print was wonderful. but the showthrough was
horrifying. 1 was psssimistic all through the job; but afterwards I
slowly and dully realiged that this, fan-wise, was the gresatest thing I
had ever done.

I roalized this in time to notice that all of 6 people had written,
and they didn®t say much. The most coniroversial issue I pud ocut, and
everyone says "Very controversial." Add to thai Umbra 6 was illegible
and I knew 1%,  Two thousgnd bleaxy sheets paseing twice before my ey s
was not encouraging. After it was all rum off, I had to write a finai
editorial. Whoof. In reaponse %o i%, 1 got 9 letters, all cuite heari~
ening. You know the rest; summer began, and I fought off the gafia of
1954 to produce Umbra 7 on June 18. Twenty replies and Larry Stark, and
I was happy again.

By this time I had evolved 2 set of fan ethics, principles, which
regulate my actions in fandom and fanediting. And I believe %hat the
formation of such a code is the greatest benefit one faned’s long ex
reriences can provide, for himself and his audience both,

CONTINUED NEXT ANNISH



THE MAN WITH A POKER

Reprinted from the newspaper BALTIMORE CLIPPER for
Dec. 4, 1840. Note : I am of the opinion that Poe read this
newsstory and got the * idea for his horror tale THE BLACK CAT,
Prof. Mebbott, reknowned Pee authority, discgrees.=G. Wetzel.

The horrible disease called manie 2 potu caused by a too free use
of ardent spirits, is thus jocosely corrupted by the bloods about town,
and whenever a poor misersble wretch is seen with glazed eyes shivering
1imbe, staggering along talking wildly on everything tha®t Comes uppermost
in his imagination,it is said that the "man with a poker" is after him.

A few nights since, an unfortunate vielim to this dreedful ocomplaint
staggered from a low tippling shop, where he had in vain endeavored to
persuade the bar=keeper to give him a glass of raw rum, in order that his
system might be restared, as he said,.to its "natural equilibrium,'placed
himself against & lamp=pos$t, the only friend he could cilaim at that silent
hour of the night. Here he stgod crying piteously,his half distracted
imagination conjuring up a thousend sirange fanbtasies which seemed %o
beckon him %o the carnal house.

UThere's two of us,' said he, "the cat and me--the oat’s black as
hell, and she keeps hex claws fastened in my neck. Ha hal it makes me
laugh;that fellow said just now the man wih & poker was after me--~andhe'd
oniy give me one glass, it would have driven him away. He didn't say
anything about the black cat--itis been following me ever since 6 this
morning, and now it's got hold of me. There used to be two cats, bub one
killed the other, and if I only had 2 gun, 1 think I conld kill the dlack
cat. I mean %o go into the Texan Sexvice,they are all honest men there——
but here the streets are filled with thieves and wurderers;there ars liz-
ards and scorpicns crawling up my pantaloons now==burnt brandy won't save
me, for there's that $all dark man with a Spanishiknife again;ne's going
to stick me, and there are no police offigers near. Watch! Watchi®

The ory of the miserable being brought the watchman %o his side,and
pointing to a pump on the opposite cide, he contimued—-

"Do you see,watich?-~that’s the map wildl & pokexr.There is only one
person that can arrest him, and that is death. How savage he locks § and
his long black arm with hie clenched fist at%t the end of it.?

%Go over t0 him,friend," sald the watch,'weke friends with him--i%
is ¢rue he may throw ggﬁg;kon your hopes, but he is beloved by the
temperate and shunned by suokers.”

"He will murder me ¥

#"Perhaps not. He is one of nature’s doctors ; desperate cases he
treats with severiiy.'

'will he take off the cat, the lizards, and scorpions ?"

“Yes--he will drive them all away.®

“If I knew that, I would go and Shake haznds with him. I wonder if
he'll treat me to a glass of whiskey ?®

"Not exactly. Have you any home?V

YHone but the market housejand there are snakes there with itwo heade.!

YWell,you had better go with me;you shall have good warnm lodgings "

Here the human guardian of the night Took the poor fellow by the
arm and by occgasionally humoring his conceits, got him to the watch
house, where he wae taken care of for the night,

i (FINIS)
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After the slight (7) touch of lunacy which has been evident in this
colunn 8¢ far, perhaps it would be nioe for you people to read something
in a more sericas vein. This partly because I don'% always feel in the
rigmt mood for composing nonsengiocal items, and wonder whether the time
and effort, not to speak of cash, wouldn't be far better spent in a
more justified hobby than fandom.

These retrospective moods do not however iast wery long. A letter or
a fanzine will come forward that pleases me 8¢ much that I'm apt to go
gff the deep end again, and submerge myself in the maelstrom of actifan-

om.

Except in an occasional Jetter, I haven't nentioned just how large &
place fandom takes in personal life though, and %o some of the readers,
or rather most of them, items about which I grumble would seem 80 incon-
sequential as not $o be worth bothering about.

However, to go back into fannish history on the continent, as far as
such hasn’t been repeated again and egain, here and there in articles or
letters, I came into fandom via some unmentioned fan living in an un-
named town in an unnamed country. This method of introduction is needed,
else I am liable to be accused of name dropping. A% that time, though
interested, I had far toc many personal affairs to bother about, and fm-~
dom got only a crumble of interest. Ae time went on th ongh, one acoi-
dent after another bvefalling the family and jmmediate friende, I had %o
drop one meney-consuming hobby after another, and just befar starting
Alpha, Jan was down to bare necedsities, if tobacco and drinks can be
counted among those. '

With the dropping off of any other hobby than sf fandom, the material
that reached me was of course subjected to a mpre thorough scrutiny than
had previously been the case. Names came to the fore as being more ac~
tive than others, and 1lititle by Witie I began to take an interest in
these various persons and their aciivities. Science fiction,which had
become relatively plentiful in the mecamtime, just couldn't hold all my
interest, and anyway I would feel like reading the same sf story or e
novel again and again. | (11




Hence when the financial situation did improve somewhat I jumped into
fenac to the exclusion of anything elese. My time would normally no%
have permitted me %0 engage myself %oo deeply, had it not been that my
wife changed work, and ‘started in a sandwich bar in town. The hours
were very irregular, 'as usuelly ip.the case, and rather than have this
shifting about, shs accepied tQ Work & reguiar evening shifi,

Sonja went to boarding school, while Jan was lefi with six empty eve~-
nings to fill. With but one habby left. vhat elss-can be expected than
that I waded in even deeper, and sometimes wonder myself how come I'm
8till afloat instead of having eunk to the bottom.

Fandom started off, however, with attracting more cash than ever, and
I just had to limit{ myself to a certain amouni 'of letier writing and
publishing, and refrain carefully from saending more. As the months go
by however, finances improve, and so doesd my oublook on the ‘scene of
fandom. Alpha leaves Antwerp for the US and the UX in ever-growing
quantities, and more madl and fanzines pour in in respomse to the greater
outflow. BSomehow or other I have been able to keep up with the flood,
excepting an ocoasjional relapse...and I intend to keep going till such

However, given all thle frece time 1 suppose it will be fairly obviocus
that fandom has become far more then just ancther hobby. Partly it has
become ‘a gecondary way of life, a new world in which t0 move around when
such mundane things as work and dinner have been cast sside.

I have personally always been vary careful in kKeeping the mailing list
exact, with frequent checks whenever I noticed changes of address in one
or the other fanzine. ' And I au therefore considerably annoyed when I
f£ind thet fanzines with which I am supposed %o have a trading agreement
fail to arrive. Sometimes this is due to the postal authoriiies, and
they wsually get blamed for it in any case. However, I have found the
PO, at least as far as AnitWerp is concerned, is very careful and effi-
cient where delivery of mail (even printed matter) is conocerned. An
occasional fanzine gets lost becausé the last page, where they usually
have a label denoting the addressee, is the only page %o arrive at Ant-
werr, the rest of the magazine having been torn off on the way. This
is not due %o the bad handling given printed matier on the way, which
is, or should be, sufficiently knewn {o proteot against it, but the in-
creasing habit of sending out fanzines with,as only protection against
tears or damage, a couple of staples on the oppositve side of the mag.
Cne offender, +the last one to arrive here recently was issue eight of
UMBRA, which will perhaps explain the rabther explicit mention of the
matter here. . '

I am not going to offer the simple solullon of using envelopes here,
for most faneds will not be able to expend the money needed for this,
They'ze off badly enough, where it concers finonees, after they've pub=
1ished a fanzine,without any addivional expemse. However, one could:
find a solution, esking for more work on their part. Undernsath the |
staples (i.e.,before stapling them) use a small piece of Scotch tape
(or celluloid Hape or whatever name it goes wnder in your part of the
countzy) and staple through these pieces of tape. The stapie cannot
free itself through this, where it easily %tears the ordinary duplicating
paper. Actually though, the practice of stapling together fanzines (any
printed matter for that fact) is not allowed by postal authorities any-
where. This aceording to the Berne convention vhere it wae gtaled that
printed matter would be allowed through the meile at reduced rate only
if a checkup was possible without ih any way tearing the maberial. The
second way to mail them cut would te rolled, and a plece of siring
around them, 8%ill a favorite in the UK.



However, non-arrivala do not oconfine themselves to fangines lost by
the post office. The greater part is due %o the non-mailing out of the
fanzine. One wonders whether this is really due to the caveles: ness of
the fanad or else because of the lack of interest in tTrading with Alpha
on his part. One of these fanzines which hab been guilty of this is cne
of the Texas group.

Other than sending A in trade, I have commented on issues one and two
of this fanzine, witheout getting any reply from the editor. Issue 3
never did arrive, yet I have recently heard from another faned, far re-
mote from Texas, that number 4 contalned such and suoch a piece, in imi-
tation of a style of article for which I had professed little interest.
Hence 3 and 4 wezre really published. Has the editor found Alpha lacking
in quantity or quality and deocided to drop the trade arrangement? If
80, I for one would think it only as part of a faned's duly to
advige me of this,.

Strangely enocugh, I now see that this faned is accusing someonu cu.we
for not sending a trade copy...l have previously noticed, and mentioned
the fact in Alpha, that these Texas people are rather hurried in theiy
accusations, and it seems that it applies to more than one faned., I
wonder if they have tesen sending the accused cop ies of their fanmags,
and will they stop after having had a letier of comment and a trade a=-
greement

When fanzines do arrive here, they invariably have a long 1ist of men-
tions alongside the address, reQuesting from contributions %o subscrip-
tions, comments, or %trade. Up to today, every mng that has turned up
has been acoepied as trade, and I hope I can keep up the ever-increasing
amount of trades That do arrive. Usually they are, however, also marked
(and sometimes the request is most eloquenily phresed): would you please
comment ? If there’s anything of interest in {the magazine, in the mean-
ing that I could actually give some comments on it, I often do. And
about a third of the letters I write that way are never answered.

But this ie & thing I'm not too worried about == if it weren®t thai
the next issue is carefully ¥ticked again i please comment. I consider
each fanzine sent as a letter from the person sending it on to me; bub
I also imagine Alpha %0 be the same, and in trading zines, I find i%
only correct that if one side comments, the other should at least try
to do the same, or not bother me apgain. I do prefer 0 write letters
to people where an answer ie expected, or who show at least that my let-
ters are welcomed and not ignozed.

Why put all this down? I ought to know by now that any attempts to
make fanzine editors live up to their responsibilities are doomed %o be
filed away without secondary thoughts on the subject. Certain fans have
stated that a fanzine editor loses enough money on each and every issue
he publishem to be allowed the eccentricities of not replying to letters,
and generally forgetting the world existe ather than for receipt of ege-
boo in one form or another. Which reasoning I might accept, where it
concerns the casual subscriber (though I do not follow that practice
with Alphe), but why won®t it penetrate some thick skulls that after ail
the other chap, being a faneditor 00, has the same privileges, even if
their reasoning should be ascepiable to everybody %

S0 it won®% help, and being aware of that, I 8till send it off ¢o Jom
in case he cares to publish it. Perhaps it 7ill make some people under
stand why I didn't write that letter of' comment -—— why I don'% bother 4
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th)le'mk up the ticks on the back of the fanzine -—- snd if I
vothered, why I don®t follow thelr regquests. It will also
explain wvhy in some matters 1 am rather -2 consclentious
fool. Ll

I like writing columns for a faned which would kave to be
about bimonthiy, and then slaving avay at the fypewriter
in July and August, yet being kindly reminded that September
20th should see another dateline to consider. Yot gvery
montheeceas
JJ.

We look up at the wonderous ekies

Above the ‘myriad of ‘Barih’s sphers

Ag dewn unfo 148, our ship shall rise
~ And leave the Earth forevermore

To .8ail ihe heavens, 'searching far,

Enduring hardship, meeting strife,

Our crow investigaies each star

In our search for allen life.

The wonder of sights yel to see
Intrigues ug, 80 we rust go on
Through darkress to infinity
Until the last of us are gone.

We must explore the groat unknown
That's cast before ug in the sky

To find if Earth exists alone,

To answer mankind®s greatest Why?-
The question of creation’s guise,

The mystery of life sublinme,

These answers siretch before our eyes
To taunt us till the end of 4ime.

And so we search throughout the years;
We stop to land, and then we go

But more and more our quest appears

A secret man will never knew.

\DOElrY GEDL.

HARVEY SECAL
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G. M. Carr, 8335 318t HW, Seaitle 7, Wahl.

0K, a0 I'm dumb, so it took me all this Gime to figuwe oub
that Jam Jansen'!s column iocn't supposed to be factual-~itls ac-
tuelly anotherfoim of fen fiction disgulsed as a Ycolumn.”
Thet being the case, I take back my disapproval and permit my-
self a frosity choxtle of amusement, Subtle humor is sa rare
in fandem that it had to aneek up and biie me before I could
figure ocut what it was. :

And vhile I'm a@bout i, I will publicly admit that CGeorge

Wetzel's nane has noy Pteen removed from my 1list of stuffed

shirde (not that it will meke any difference to Wetzel. who
long ago decided that a foul fiend resided within the well-
stuffed shirzt of GMC instead of any normal fan) and state that
his crifanac lately has been well worth reading. This ledter
about couterpoint rhythms, (though well over my musical depth)
bears absolutely NO resemblance of any kind ¥oneither HPLove-
crafiv of Charles Fort. Welcome, Wetzel, 1o the fellowship of
fanaans bearing the GMO geal of approval. That entitles yeu
$0 one used McCarthy button.

Redd Boggs's remarks about 1% being "s¢ digconcerting to
find a fugghead journal turn inleo a ieader in the field...! is
interesiing as a glimpse of Redd's mental inflexibility. "Onoce
a crudgine, always & crudzine" would be dishearitening if it
were trwe. The fact that it isnf’t ¢rvwe is what makes fandom
8o 7 - & avy vfascinating. This year's crop of neos is bound
to turn into next year's crop of Tanzine aeditors of gremter or
lesger distinctinn. To wasch the evolubtion and growih of the
individual editors probably is the most rewarding aspect of
fangzine reading, second only to the pleasure of getiing %o
know the editore via the fanzines they produce. SKYHOOK's
static perfection presents a far less interesting imsight ind
its edilor's personality than, for instance, the transformation
of Vorzimer's crudely mimeoed crudzine into a beautifully off-
set crudzine; ox Geis's delightfully ditto!d PSYCHOTIC inio
the sourly sgztasiic photolith'd zine of the same name ¥ ich
juet recently diecd.... Or waioh a feebly miniscule iittile
neozine like Ted White's ZIP expand in Sbtature into the cup-
rent whopping 48 page plus covezs in 5 colors standard 8ixll
as Ted himself expands in stature a8 a fan. The besd that
Redd can hope #o do is nmaintain his present pace = I doubd
very much thai he can ever excel what be has already done.
Which of course, is no reflection either on SKYHOOK or Redd
Boggs....but 1look whait great scape for improvement shere i
for UMBRA, I ' : ' BT

I'm suxprised that sitory By Noah Meleod wasn’s sold 4o a
prozine. Oould be they are too nrissy for plain speaking? I
thought it was a very well written and smoothly paced 1litiie
tale; NEVER TRUST & TAR3IOID was highly enteriaining.



ANDY YOUNG, 10 Sumner Rd., Cambridge 38, Mass.

Something about Noah McLeod's reviews Tubs me the wrong way. I
just can't pin it down. He has different tastes from my own, it's true,
but uswally & difference in taste doesntt make me feel uvneasv, as I do
when reading his stuff, The only thing I can pul ny finger on is the
agsertion that Sturgeon tries %tc imitate the liike Hammer series, which
seems pretty vmjustified 4o me. : i . ‘

The same general malaisSe. avcompanles his prose fiction thing, too.
It just seems sort of 8ickly. .I 8eem.io be the only pprson:in fandom
who doesn't like Roah ligleod.  And I gan’t even give o reagoni It's
sort of diecouraging. ' o _

Z oonsider the price bi & fanzine 0 be mergly a. feeble attempt B
keep publishing from being such a financial burden. Naturally, if an
editor thinks he's goit- & good mag that fans are willing to pay & fairly
high orice for, he 11l charge more; aise, if be'd ueing some rather ex-
pensive process of rveproduction, he'll have io. charge more than other-
wise. los%tly 1it's a matter OI asking as much as you think you can get
—galmost. anyone i€ wiliing %0°'pay, 2 nickel for anyihing not $oo terribly
bad, or even g dime it it's thick.  And no fanzine, no matier how big,
or how high the quality, of ite meterial, has ever cost more than a quar-
ter, to my knowledge.- 1'm sure that Harlan Ellison thinks more than
Tive times as highly of DLUENSIONS as some hick neofan thinks of his 5¢
crdsheet .((I am forced to agree.)) == it’s just a maitter of economics.

. The demand for fangims is highly inelastic i you could charge anywhere
from 5¢ to a quarter and your sub list wouldn’t vary by much more than
a factor of twp. ((sic)) So you generally ask about a half cent & page
which is aboui average,  Ii you want to eliminate ihe people who silent
ly sub and resiriot your readers 1o your ocleser circle of corrsspondents
and frienda, you reise the price, and if your wani egoboo and your name
in every review column you lower the: price. That's sbont it.

Comments on pp 16«17 ((made . by Archie lercer)) inspire the fol-
lowing defese of SYNDIC: ochiefly, that the SYNDIC was not a case of a
dictatorship, but that i% relied solely on ‘'good will® of the kind eco~
nomists talk about. The chief concemmn of the syndic was that 8its cre-
dit be good:, you will recall. I'd like %o peoint out %$hat the Syndio
was at least as muoh a democracy &s our present government -- 3t HAD 4o
please the populaticn to sStay in business ! -- bus it wesn't a republio.

Why people who try to define technical terms which have a rather
fizgd and rigid meaning don't look them up in a dictiomary, like synco-
pation, I don't know. Wetzel!s defn. is OK bult clumey, iUy Webster's
New Coll] handles it nicely. ({New Century Dict.: "...in mggigj
to begin(a tone)on an uvnaccented veat and sustain it into an accenie
one, which 1s thus apparently shiited back; alsc, to employ tones so
affected in (2 passage, piece, efc.)%)) k0 or e )

Speaking of new instruments which might lead %o new forms writien
especially for them brings o mind RCA's new "music synithesiZer" which
was recently demonstrated vis an RCA Victor record ovez our locel music
station. ' o g 1 5 '

We should have spokep to Ted White at the Con about the cover of
2IP, 7Tr-ly e masterpiece’ of mimeoing, it seecmed just n bit crowded ar—
tistically. Overdone just a lifile. Too many layers of ink, %oo many

.y 1ines. Unclear, st of. On %he'other hand, I very much like %the rockes



blasting up through the letters on the inside of the cover, which you
faliled %o mention. It was simpler--maybe more direct or somethinge—
and I enjoyed it at leas’t twice as much as the cover. Very nice and
clean. However, if there werenever & WOrse COover on a TanzinC...

I enjoy reading Jan JansSen and dislike reading G. M. Carr. Haﬁ;3

Sumaary~: - wWetd like you 4o go mimeo 80 ag to De easier o read,
etc. You are surrounded Wy experts on the supject; why not get them %o
help you? Surely you can'i defend the color of ditto compared %o the
color of mimeo, Tor colox work.

((This is a zeply only to the above foar lines. I find my ditioing
far easier to read than the average (your) mimeo ing. I am nod "sups
rounded? by experis. In this city, George Wetzel ie the only fan I Xuow
who mimeos, and he!'s %oo busy to help mg. Tad White is the only zeal
mimeographer in the ares, and Ip i5 inaccessible during & months of the
vear, when I have 4o go to college, a5 he lives 80 miles away on the
other side of Washington, with only tentative bus connections. You may
mean Magnus, but he is a stranger in this city, as bels away 8 months
of the year, and we hardiy 1live with each othey during the summer, el-
there HNow: therefore I must take up nimeoing all by myself. I have a
nimeo, an old, impaired AB Dick. Paris are nexit 1o impossible to got.
I'é have 0 buy a new nimeo. HNext, as if the cost of mimeo weren's
enough, I'd have %0 buy supplies, which are & bit{ more expensive than
for ditto. I'd have to start all over agein, being & practical stranger
to mimecing. And I am pgi-surrounded by expertS. Miweoing takes more
time, due To inexperience, and the c¢are with which I handle anything
inky, than ditto, which is guite clean, and with which I am much wore
familiar. Furt ermore, I don?t want o change over. I like diftoing,.
To me it's far more informal. I just can not be myself wvhen I type on
a stenoil § the whole aitmosphere of mimec 3B guibe stiff and formal. Fexb,
I am studying English Lit and History, which combined regquire the reai-
ing of 200 to 350 pages a weekevd, My other college courses include six
languages, I am carrying whet is Inown locally as 2 "heavy s¢hedule."

I hope you understand my position. Will you allow Um to stay dittood?))

RAY SCHAFFER, JR., 122 H. Wigse 3%t., North @fanton, Ohic.

The book review and bif of fictien Ly Meleod in this same issue,
3eptember, is just about par for the course 28 far as Noah is capable.
lieleod never seems t0 come up with any material that is definifely out-
standing, but what he does write is quite good and shows definite signs
of sincere effort, a goal that I wish more writers in fandom would set
their sights on, The letter section and Fanmag reviews were both en-
joyed and made for interesting reading. I expecially liked George Wet-
zel's discoursq en the relationship between the "blues and classical |
nusic, as I am extremely enthusiastic about music innthe allied fields
of "blues," "dixieland,” and jazz. However, I must disagree with Wet-
zel in re to his statement that “the late 19308 are the high water mark
of good swing music. The be-bop crud of %oday is lacking in sownd mu~
sicianship of good arrangement, melodic ideas, and harmonic setting.” !
I fail %o comprehend how George con use the zhove sigiement as being
grounds for disliking the "blues" and dixzieland" of today, for both ef
these styles of music do not rely (and never have relied) exclusively
upon good errvangement, melodic ideas, and harmonic setting. The Hrus



"plucs’and "dizxieland" of today (predominated by Negro singers and
musioians) has not changed in'style and approach from the 30s, if one
will take the time %o compare the music of the two pericds.  However,
the po field of music mhas atvempbed To be=bop up the Lemno of Ttk
music %o fit the popular approach and this has resulted in gheer crud
from the popular artists; and perhaps this is whal Webtzel is rveferring
t0 and not the Negro predominated ficids of "blues® and "dixieland.”
If so, I likewilse am nauBeated by the populay brand -- empeocially the
present wave of popular vocalisis and big-name bands who are making 2
miserable attempt at mimicry.

LARRY STARK IIX, Route 9, Hew Brunswick, N. Jo

My father's interest in Haitl resulied not long ago in his buying
t®o recordings of the Haitian folk music, one on=the-spot collection
of informal gatherings of native Haitiang, and the other a professional
group of folk singers. There ARE distinguishable similarities in
their sbyles, -thousgh the second is a lot more polished and “commer-
oial.” But the interesting thing %0 me was that the professioml
group turned out music decidedly similar in texture and rhythmic pat-
tern to THE ORIGINAL DIXIE JASS BAWD I-

The similarity of Jazz $0 improvised Fugues has been noted Guite
often. 1In fact, iit%s the cornerstone of Brubeck'!s quartet. Using Jazz
idiom instesd of European 'folk songs as basic elements, Dave and hig
bogEs compose contemporary improvised fugues, obeying most of the clas-
sical rules, and injecting Jazz from any past or present siyle that
they feel necessary. : ¢

BUT, the basis for the Blues wasn't CLASSICAL -so far as Ifve
heard. 1If yvou heard any of Besgie Tucker or Ida Mae llack (They're on
X Label 1pg) you ({Geoxge VWebzel)) would think twice about your gene-
rality. {Off-cozd note: at the last WSFA meeting I found out how %o
make the old Blues-Shouters sound as they ought to: play them barely
audible over a crowd ! Really, their style of singing was evolved for
that specific purpose...and hearing them compeive with the conversation
and WIN in the importan® musical spaces gives you a much better appre-
ciation of what they were doing and why %hey had to de it that way.)
AN ALERICAN IN PARIB, RHAPSCDY IN BLUE, and Debusgy’s GOLLIWOG®S CAKE-
WALK had lines of influence golng in precisely the opposite direciion:
they heard Jazz, 4ook what they needed, and built symphonies out of it.

< Classios didn't make a dent in Jagz till Whiteman and Gershwin collab-
orated, and the death of the brilliaat and creative Mr. Gershwin left
the not=so=brillient ¥Pops! 10 make "Symphonic Jazg' popular. Much
later, Bix did study classics, but I doubt if the classies’ influencs
on Bix influenced wvery much of the music of the time, And MNUCH later
Harry James "alluwded to a Hungarian,Rhapsody," accldentally or inten=
%iocanlly, during the '38 copcert. Aside from serious studies of hare
monice and progressions by the Bopsiers, and the Fugues of the Moerns.
I don't think the dlassids influenced much of anything...und certainly
not, MOURNIN' BLUES or CLARINEY MMARIALADE BLUEB by the ORIGINAL DIXIE

+JASS BAND. ?ngj?e a 1i%vle boo hol for Bach to handle.

T o8t my head. If you showld find 1%,
please mail $o 15 Arbutus Ave., Baliimore 38, ‘Md.

4/

69 is sort of & hypo-phallic symbol



WiM STRUYCK, ilolenvijver 4C-C, Robterdam (¥.}, Holland.

FRISIAR jig a written langvage. Frisian is spoken, generaily, in
Friesiand. Except maybe in the towns or cities {(if you wan®). 3But
even there people ggu speak Frisism. As Dutch is compulsory in schools
and official buildings {(courthouses, ete.}, the Frisian farmers (oub~
gide of the oity) ought 3o know Dutch. Bai I dowbb if they all do.
They donl!t want o, ©o be sure. 1 don't know how meny Frisians bthere
are. It's one of our 11 provinces (Friesiand). Say 500,000 -~ €00,000
maybe less., Now don't laugh, but thode Frisians take their own Frisian
nationality and language very serlouS. If they cowld get a place in
the United Nations, as "a nation," they!'d do so. Serious. dJust sbowd
a2 year ago there’s been a 1ot of itrcuble in Fziesiand, when for insisnce,
a2 journalist zefused Ho speak or understand Duich in a couriroom. OFf
course, it was on%y a way to show theiy wishes. A stunbt. -Bubt there are
8411 & lot of Frisians (and they are a stubborn lok, nice as they may
be) who want Frisian compulsory in schools, courtrooms., etc., instead of
Dutch. You see, our country Seems nov o be small enough.

GREGC CALKINS, 2817 1ith S8t., Sta. Monica, Calif,

Regardless of what Magnus says (and I'm damned if I know where he
gets his misinformation) OOPS still has a few issues tc rua. I will
print twenty, at the very least, and probably a gread deal more than
that. I do anticipate 2 slight drop in freguency in another Sewven
months, because aib that time I'1l be getting out of the llarine Corps
and readjusting 1o civilian and c¢ollege life...activitles which usually
play merry hell with famnish activiity...bui other then that, I espect
O0PS will be around for years and years. O0fF and on, perhaps, but never
theless arocund--perhaps or sven prokably 1like snother Tucker.

The notice of ¥he de anthology ic the veat news this year.

INever Yrust a Tarsiocid® by licLecd ig the first bit of fan fiotiom
I've read in many many months, and I muat say I found it enjoyable, o
say the least. I make it & policy never to zead fan fiction, being so
often disappointed (and also because I don't have time to read all the
good, professional fiction I'd 1ike to wead, so why waste time on gene-
rally inferior stuff?) bui this is one time I'm glad I read it. Amusing
if not outstanding.

JAN JANSEN, 329 Berchemisl, Borgerhout, Belgib.

Please don'% let your French go o0 btlazes becauvse of Alpha. Tven
if I have necglected my work for the last couple of months trying %o
write sufficient material for your publicaticn, and riskiag my 1life
pinching stamps from the office to pay for postage on letters, and ged-
ting told off at home for typing into the small hours of the night for
to write the letters I wmight have wriltten during the evening if it had
n't been for having to write you, besides getting told off at the PO For
posting too many parcels o Baltimors, doesn't mean that you have to
gsacrifice a moment of your worthless time for me, vyou know.

And how sarcastic can a nasty foreigner get ?

GEORGE WETZEL, 5 Playfield 8%., Baltimore 23, Md.

As to liack?s TARSIOID svory i% is not without some merit. Bug
as I am a sincere friend and far of lcLeod, it would be dishonest %o
praise this story; yel on the other hand I would not descend %0 the Ri-
lison and Boggs typesof criteism. 8o I will wake my comments construc
tive. Mack’s articles are always good; hif stories are in ny hunbl
opinion not bus passable fars. The rsason Tor the discrepancy 1



the two % of wpiting he foe. [ Phink. beila down Yo the faed thol
ne does not mnasider Fietiocn for bie post conceuirated effovrt. A8 a
result it .o Jacking Gn a cerbaiv riginalivy or Yreshness of ideas, I
suspect that you nadturally will dicegree, as an gaiﬁeg in?qriably defends
his contributions, which actioh 1 cannot criticize; for 1if you dou’t
atand not oanly behind vour own :ditoriel judgment in your issue's cone
tents but also bask up the zathors, they wight stop sending material.
However, since t0 me one reacon for amateur joumallsm is to glve
not only the cbjeclivity of print %o on author bul likewase for him %o
ovtain construngive'critiGESm { & 7 are thing owmong Tons who seem moTe
to Tollow the destructive criiicisa vontificually givgn out by Ellisons
and Boggses) S0 that he might find in such constyuctive sritielsm an
cccasiconal helpful observation to Detter his proce. Thevefore I offer
to Magk this:s why keep the scholarly, The particular pungent expres-
sions, the fine analytical writing in his gaticigs T Thy not atiempd
writing a stoyry in this sare style ¥ It ig obvious that llack wup $0 now
has Lept this facet of his prose output only for his asticles. %o ne,
to read a story written in the some atyle as his artieles would be exoel-
lent,
There £8 a slight hint of this article idea of Mack’s in his TARII=-
O0ID story where he has the crititur zead zlioud acmewhat of a sexy incideni.
But this passage is all itcoo brief. Think what 5 story lask could wrife
if he would.hving in, if not% make some parxt of his efory, as central iden

his partionlaxr views om sooicloglenl stufl? . Mack apparantiy delights in
attenpting humovoue stories. There I wnothing wrong with this; bub if he
feels the compulsion wo write huaor, vhy not combine it with his theorics
-=grtrapolaied ags & story--of gociety? What wonld result would be on
integesting scclal sabire.’ T0 me thab seems to be the forte indicated

as lMack's type of story. The presecnt sbory as past ones of his strike

me a8 sirongly savoring of the type that fowmad the format of Amazine sxd
Fantagtic Adventures under Palmeric editorship. stuff which tumed me &~
gainst those magezines, 0f coupras. sowe one with tastes different than
mine would think otherwise.

Howewer, if you forget these pointe of different tasten, I s¥ill
think you must admit thet liack ig groping stiboconsecionsly to the story of
sceial satire snd ghenld be advised as to this. The charpge that I am
nggesting he write as I do ls o common retert $o any suggestion o a
writer that he change soxething in his styie. Howaver, { think I czn
and have evidenced that laekds fubure Litzracy develosment is innerent
in his articles 'and not scmething Trom ny son backeround , I aued admit
shat maay times s writer bturne out the ozt of ratevial he deoes simply
hecaage he does s0 at the pronphings3 of his owm TEIVERAUENT. Hence tthe
charge that I initale Poy and Lovornsitl i & care vherein my critics
overiook the fact that the superpavural vale L8 one Lhat inbteresds me
because of wy interest in comparative nytholopy and not becauvae of any
idolaltrous, slavigh copying of Pos wd HPL.

In that wise perhaps Lack Je led following the hent of his own -
gsonaldity in writing storisy that shrongly cmabk of Palmers zimes, But I
argue that ‘ack has given proven {=2ts ihat satire, hased on his own ieus
as reflected in his arbicles. is wia Tovte. And thal the Palmerish sio-
les he does are morely but onc ot the many Falitering steps he muss ok
before he finds the type of sbory beed in harmony with his baockground,

ihi aleo say that the Falmeriab stvorles were praven %0 be bad egamplen
2eing:. Vhen a writer sioris 15 11 writers 40 in his inditial ﬁéfiuv
saeinitation of otherxs rean®y Lo bis nrove Yo ghoolid esdacvor 2o

g8t exenples of the ztory type (+rouyl b WSleE Oy



indicate the scholargxmaatire instead) he is interested in., Ifhe is

truly drawn to the Palmerish type, then he has picked 2 bad model.and o

criticiem or suggestions should be made to dissuade him from this type:

it is consonate,if so,with his temperament,and noone could chenge him.
((As for defemse of TARSICID. see¢ Gregz Calkins’s 1etter°)§

DES EMERY, 93 Hemlook S%., St. Thomas, On%., Canada.

Surely you could have given the Bulmers wmore than a paragraph,
though? This kind of thing happcns only once a year, you know, and ex-
pecially when you were hosit, yould think you’d almost be able 0 wriie
up the whole zine on nothing but.

The only argument I'd have with Noah licLeod's review of Golden Ap~
ples concerns his attitude. Evidently he feels that Bradbury canit co-=
exist with Clarke or Heinlein, and evidently others agree with him. I
don‘t understand why. I have no difficulty in readin% Bradbury, Clarke,
Heinlein, or any good author ai any time, before or after, or with ano-
ther. Good writing is exactly that--good writing. 1 cen't say I prefer
Bradbury over Clarke or wvice versa, although I ee that I've read good
adventure with Bradbury and exceptional mood with Clarke. Why insis%
on shovinpg an author into a category?

((Bulmers ;: epparently you didn’t read oo cerefully (tho I dontt ;ﬁ’f

blame you), because I mentioned that they were here for all of a few
hours. What we (us Baltimoreans., etc.) had intended was to have them
down here for a week, and take them on leisurely trips around; however,
by surprise the New York group showed up; feeling apparently that we
down here were incapable, or unwilling to, show a little hospitality.
30 the Bulmers operated according toc thelr originel plan, and went on
back to New York. Secondly, since I fully expected them to be here for
gsome time, I didn't bother with many things which I wish I had brought
up, and which would have made interesting reporting. Praotically all
the time was spent in conversation, mainly introducing them to Amerioca.
Next, this sort of thing doesn’t hoppen only once & year. See EN THI
APXHI, thie issue, and find oui all about my meeting Basil. Who, inci-
dentally, was well worth all the waiting and bother to meet. Hope you
get a chance to run into him.))

TED E. WHITE, 1014 N, Tuckahoe S%., Falle Church, Va.

Welve a «irl this year at school whose ((sic)) an exchange student
from Holland. Name's Carla somethingorother. I expsct 1911 know her
better, as shetll be on my art staff for the school literary zine. I'm
the Layout Editor, Art Director, Printing Laison ((sie)) ((excuse me,

ic)) Editor, Literary Editor (one of several), and general flunky...
‘m also xtrying out for the lead in the Senior Dramatics Club play, THE
EALF ANIUAL, by Thurber... I also walk dogf...

((I just thought you might like to hear from Umbra's art editor,
Ted "hite. He doesntt have much chance to express himself fan-wise, as
hie erstwhile magazine 1s beinp taken over by somecone else, Larry Stazk,
who 1 assure you is someone else! Thecdore, as we ocail him, has been
drawing covers for this magazine for five issues now. Besides this, he
has undertaken to mimeograph John Magnus's unsteady magazine STELLAR.
These activities in vhich he engages are actually designed to remove
hisi to a large extent from active fandom. Thie retirement, I fear, is
in part due to a saevere slap in the face he received in this very mags
zine Umbra, when he erroniocusly spelled "erroniously® ferroniasly "
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STF TRENDS, Lynn Hickmen, 200 N. Huron 8%., Alblcn, Mich., SAPE &
general circ., varityped & lithoed, 9 pp. This 1ﬁaaemis almnest entirely
a letter colvmn, and the lebtier column has almoat entizely oue TRPPOSE
to straipghten oub one Jan Jensen. Fox thoge who don't getv Trends (t@ms
ig rapidly becoming more & vepordt than a review), Jan apparently mmade
some Béatements about Americans wanting war, following that old lins
which wo discover Tfrom the more pessimistic reports  in ocur fine jour-
nals has eagripped the Euyopeon mivd, snd found its expression in ithe
nearly fanatic Hate America campaigns in Europe sSome time ago. Ameri-
oans Gibson, Schaffer, Haxwon, and Briggs foymed the most voluminous
vart of the rubustal Section; however, I find that with all the pariti-
nent remarks colied forth by ithese four ond others, I ronember Jansen’s
comment best s *'I believe in getting indo hot water; it Eeeps you
clean.!®  #20

P

PLOI, (sransliterating from the Greok) PLOE (using the wsual method)
or PLOY (what i{'s supposed o be), Ron Bennett, 7 Scuthvay, Arghur's
Avenue, Harrogate, Yorkshire, England, 1/=, irregulsr, mimeoed, 38 Dp.
Another one of those delightivdl things calied British fenzines, which ty
their own admission, suxpass the Auwerican counberxpard in guality. You
uust understand one thing about my memozy 3 when names are all alike, I
tend to confuse them, and make guite & fevw generalisms. Thug when %he
British fens have the same nawes {English), the same sddresses, and par-
ticipate secemingiy 80 equally and with the same spirii=-i% is very hard
to tell one member of this delightfully howogeneous group Irom anothen
It’s just the same %thing with the yash ¢f housing developments all over
the suburbs of Baltimore : they all have Anglo=SBaxon names, which are
further hackneyed intg comercialism in order to attzact bLuyers with
equal efficiency. #And when %the houses arve all generally alike, we old
guarxd suburbians merely refer 4o them a3 "the developm nt at Frederick
& Shadynock Lene! or "the development behind the filling etation just
over on Edmondsom Ave." or"that develoment out on Del Rey Rd. beyond
Edmondson that curves arcund into Inglesids.® Unfortunately, this is
a noncormunicative method to use with American fang, since none of us
know everything about the doings of the British group., On %o PLOY 3,
a8 Ron is undoubtedly wondering what I thought of i, and what I though ¢
of his fellow fane® zines, since to him English fans are all different.
The lucky guy=-=being able %o tell Britishers aparxt. The most oubtstan-
ding piece in this issuec was the Kettering convention report. Again,
this centers sbout my hezdships in distinguishing between British fans
enough to make inteliigent commenits about their works. The Kettering
affair wes a focal point about which everybody talked; thus I am able
to distinguish further hetwesn the British group %han if each one head
%aken a different Sopic. It's s¥ill no% very successiul, but for me,
it's the only possible thing. Please remember, all your fellows, that
I look forward with great anticipation when 1 receive ANY manila enve-
ilope with Queen Elizabeth on i%. #3.



DIASPAR, Terry Carr, 134 Cambridge, San Francisco, Calif., irade/

FAPA/interest, mimeoed, 12 pP. Terry has folded Vulcsn, which faot
provides the baokgrouné for the rollowing quote from DI: "I decided to
hell with i%. Accordingly, I passed on the material I had %o = few
worthy fanzines asnd discarded all my plans for VULCAN., As of the Hime
you read this, VULCAN is definitely and irrevocably dead, IXASPAR is
its replacement, and a dammsd poor one, I'1l grant yowr.® That last
sentence is typ;.cal of Caxr., If he thinks his stuff is poor, why, I°'1l
just have to go along with nim. & time ago, when I was in the filp, he
was inthe habit of sending me 1itile packets of deathlems fan stuf?,
and he would send along = note describing it at the end of the note
he would say "So here it is. Read it and retch." Now while we tend
to discourage conceit among our associates, I find i% rather unhuman
t0 have no ego at 8ll, He might ot least be about what he
tums out, Worthy of mention : bacover, containing well-exocerpted
quotes satirizing MoCarthylem, and subtiy encugh, dedl cated %o Terzy's
namesake, G. M. ,
KAYMAR TRADER is no more, and I connot help feeling myself blam-
ing its new editor, Gary Labowitz. for the demise., It was something of
a shock $o find KayMar Carlson giving wp the job, and I had doubis, a8
I suspeot many fen did, about Gary's capebilities., It's prcbably wm-
just of me, but I can't help thinking., Gary Labowiiz s he’s the fellow
who finished off XKaymar Trader. What with KT gone and SFA part of IN-
SIDE, I'm bsginning to wonder aboul those nebulous fellows we often see
around fandem called "collectors" : has the irrevocable malignancy of
a gafles wave hit their ranks %co, as well as fandomts ?

VIEIRG , Wayne Stricklend, Apt C Bidg 113 UB Naval Base, New QOx-
leans 14, La., 10¢, 3/25, no sch., mimeced, 25 Pp. Editorial is titled
THE VAGARY. I suppose Vayne has & monopoly on vagaries? Fiction. Let
me say that normally I don®t like the fiction that appears in fanzines,
I liked Noah lMoleod®s story. 2o I printed 1¢. I don't 1ike the fioctiom
here in V., I might have enjoyed sgkimming though it in ms form, but I
mor I wouldn®t have put it in Um. Issue contains reprints, from 1940s
fanzines, book review, T. Carr. Wouldn't you be surprised if I said,
"RECQLLIENDED . "

ANDROMER'A, Pete Campbell, 60 Calgarth Rd., Windermere, Westm., Eng.
84 (10¢). Uineoed, 168 pp. Lust time around I said I coukin't recom-
mend this meg because it changed too much. Allow me to describe its
cover in order to demonstrate. Two columms : top offirst, "aug 1055, N°
13": in square below, Andromeda. 8plit between vital statistics. Below
that, a2 contaot want-ad-type thing. Below that, answers to a crosswor
puzzle inside, typed upside down, of couwrse. In sescond coluwm, ad for
collectors a la (or an) Eaymar Trader. A% very botiom of page, 3 line
ad for FLYING SAUCER NEWS., (Me, I push SAUCERIAR .) On the inside, a
short and a long story, (see above review) ard a 2-page spread article
.oomparing Am. and Brit. 8F, Worthy if only bgoauwse it did it in only
Wwo pages, Has a forma® veguely reminiscent of STF TRENDS, for some
reason. Must be the columns. But the next issw is the last. Any gues-
828 a8 to what 4t°1)l look like? Col —
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SCHNERDLITES, Nigel lLindsey, 311 Babbecoube Rd., Torguay, Devon,
Eng., OMPA/trade, quarterly, 6f £ 8 ("That unimaginable dimension..;?),
nimeced, 28 pp. Fan fiction Britich style, copvention repori. Beliish-
fan~type art section., A handier thing I havre never Sesh : porhapd be-
cause it is the size of the human hand (oulstretched). At any ratoe,
i%'s another one of thocse wonderful 1little British things. One of the
niocsst thinge sboud publishing a. general olrowlption fanzine, as I do,
is the prospect of receliving these Britich fanzines in trade. #8,

MERLIN, Lee Anne Twrempor. 1022 K. Tumedo 8%., Indianapolls I, Imd.,
i0¢, 18/&19 uonthly, mimeced, 24 pp. MNexlin is @ haxd thing for me %o
review. It isn?t oudsitanding, bat 1t ovght to be-in another way than
one, perhaps=-<put still oubtstanding. I'm juss sijting here lcoking ab
i% and it's doing nothing at allio my cye®, IU's just omne of those
things that I could exlst perfectly well withoui: you might be interes-—
ved in it. It digs no reaction out of me, bul I feel for some reason
it should, #11

ALPHA, Jan Jamnsen, 289 Berchemwled, Borgerhoud, Belgium, lsiﬁgﬁlgegﬂ
bimenthly, mimeocd, 28 pp. For scue iime I hiave been generalis: EWess
nothings all over Jan in ouy corresvondence. Mest of these descendsd
arcund the mubject of the aitmosphere surrounding Alphz. Since it is an
English language publication, I am able to detect atmosphere, and I

hold myself capable of detecting changes in simosphere, toe. 860 vhen
Jan began to lean toward the British side, I advised hin to0 re-Flemie
oize aliphe. Op Alpha, il yvou must. And although it was probably une-
wittingly. he turned right srouwnd and did it. For sowe iscues' time
now, ALPEA hes been a8 Flemish ag id could vi thout indulging in a ¢ol=
umm from Wim Struyck or someonc similer (just ghe?) writhen totally in
Dutoh. 80 now % iz time to ascess this olwosphere,as it seems %o be
the olinging sord, and will stay put ilong cnough for me o say comething
about it. Well, after £li that build up, what I have to say is very
1i%%le. About a8 anbiclimeotic ag "yes® oxr "No®t snd I believe sbous

a8 meani ungfal.

In this issue of A, there appear pleces by Bentoliffe =nd Bennedd
(Brit.) and M-I Share and Melain (fmw.), end in my osbtimation, the
iatter conform more wikh the editorial ailmesphere (Flemish) than the
former. Jan himocelf speaks neither in the Anmericsn oy the British "id-
iom,* but juet plain English., IF anything, Flomish Engligh. ...Alpha
hag becoms the mainstay of the Continsntel Fondom ond 4instrument su-
prene for the well deserved glorificaiion of Low Fandom. #11.

ECLIPSE, Ray Thompson, 410 B. 4%h 8%., Norfolk, Hebw., 10¢, 8/50¢,
bimonthly, mimeoed, 24 pp. Eek has been revived ihree vimes, and for
ance now, I'm glad to see 4% back. 48 a mester of fach, Americsn fan-
dom is 2o shallow nos I'd he glad to see Star Aockets back. snd gven
more, I deitect throughout this issue, and especially in she letter sec~
tion, & Turning Toweyd EEX for & possibdle fmerxricen mainstey. Just _
Slight indioations, but in these blesk duys of famning, very Very well
worill watohing carefully. #£i%. , e
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JD, Lynn Hickman, 200 N. Hurcn 8%., Albiom, Mich., 20¢, $1/6, bi-
monthly, lithoed, 30 pp. From Platc Jones’s loocker comes something new
—-gell, in name, at least. JD looks like STF TRENDS, it has s bit of
the atmosphere, but it just isn't o me as good. Twelve good pages %his
issue are taken up with Hal Amnnas's story, which deals vaguely with the
concept of a oivilization in which men and women eat one another to live.
One can imagine what parts of the body--the female a% least=--are involved
in this thrillingly dull 1ittle narrative. Annas 18 a pro, and I can’t
help that, but I just didn't care for his story. The titlet Red, Hot,
and Hungry, what'd you think? I rather think H. A, would take more pains
with a tale intended for the pros. Oh yes, there’s Dick Ellington, who
tries to woo me with his intentionally colloquislized English muttezings.
Sorry, not in the mood right now., iffiere the early Trends all like this
thing? Issue 22, %o correspond with the 21 ishes of T,

sCINTIllation, Mark Schulginger, 6791 MNeadow Ridge Rd., Amberlery
Villege, Ohio, 25¢, $1/10, irreg., wimeoced, 38 pp. I assume the %itle
i8 intended to refer %o the city of Cincinatti. I haven't bothered to
look up Amberley Village, Cho, on the map. Uimeoeing isn’t good. (No-
tice how I 1like to supply extra letters : mimesoeing. Yet I have never
exxcuted an occaisional.) Issue is boring. I don®t think 1t°11 last
ten issues. Issue 5.

BRENNSCHLUSS8, Irene Gore, 45 Vorcester Ave., Bowerham, Lanc., Eng.,
indefinite rates and sochedule, minecoed, 60 pp. 8x10. This is what I've
been talking about re British fandom magazines PLUS very wide margins.
The spaciousness of the thing takes a 1iittle sway from the British flaver
(vhich I will NOT go into again). Although it does this, I imagine the
British find i% quite refresching. ©Second isses, second annish., My,
they ARE indefinite, aren’t they?

UNDERTAKINES, Sam Johnson, 1843 FEmbessey Drive, S8outh Jacksonville,
Fla., 15¢/comment, no sch. listed, mimeced %by G.Wetzel), 40 pp.elite.
This fanzine has all the fleir of & gettogether between fans and people
who are "interested actively in s8¢f" and who know about fandom. Thus
with this background (I‘m not stating. mind you, that this is {he case;
it just scems 80, I am dreowing a simile of soxts.), they discuss any-
thing and everything. Johnson‘s elite typefsce and excellent layout
system, operating through the mediuwn of George Welbzel®s quite commendable
mireoing, produces an unmistakably scholarly atmosphere to the actifan.
Recomnenged for those who ¢an read, preferably college students, Not
vecommended to Texang...

TACITUM, Bemny Sodek, 1432 Cshoun St., New Orleans 18, La., 3/25¢,
mineoed, 24 pp. Published in New Orleans, where Sodek is hiding out
from the angry Texans he enraged by falling to spell Texas TEXAS, Tasci
continuce to be Texan. Note filve 1lines above. This issue was intended
for the Clevecon, and ag is the ¢ase with most such endeavors, just ree
ched mg, a8 I dglrmed not to be one of the toys and sacrifice my college
tuiton on four wilid day#. The issue: as usual with Texans, fabulous...
ia Teras. But here on the other end of the South, I am not aroused by
the wonderful deings in the largest state (when does Aleska come in?).
hy waste all these lines on Tacitum? Perhaps because it commnicates
the atmosphere of wasted lines itcelf, I see thet Claude Hall is here
too. I suppose that he will soon annownce in loudish tones to fandom
that Texas fandom is of ezquisite quality. Shades of Canada, a play teol, ..
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INSIDE, Rom Smith, €11 V. 1i4th S8t., Apt 34310, New York 25, NewY..
$1/5., bimonthly, photo=offeet; 62 pp., halfsize blowdown. This is pud
out by & general group of Nsw Yorkdrs known here as the Coleny. These
people seem %to mark themselves by living in Manhatten on sireets bearing
numbers in the 1008, The apartment houvse ot 611 W. 114th seens %0 be
the nucleus, as it houses “the Smiths, Ellison, and Silverberg. INSIDE
takes the oream of BNFs and eemipro non~actifens'and oomplete pros, pats
them together., and is obviously itrying o go somewhere. It is beyond
my ken just where, but INSIDE {the 1itle appears om the %riok inside
fromt cover) gives you ithe greai ones in a UNIFIED seftieng, and it ocan't
help being good.  Impressicn I get says it's good despite iiself. #11.

ORION, Poul Enever, 9 Churchill Ave., Hillingdon, Middiesem, Eng.,
36¢/yTo, bimonthly, mimeo, 6x8, 36 pp, If I've weviewed this vefore,
ple ase remember my wnfortunate inability Yo distinguish well between
British fanzines. And elthough, a8 I've sald before, this wmust sound
pretiy disheartening/disgusting to the editor, it's another British
fanzine., I honestly wish that I could do ther  rheborical justice.
Please remember fthat. #1l.

MUZZY, Claude Hall, 100 E. 20%h, Auwstin, Tex., 20¢, irreg., mime
58 pp. Utterly repulslive, The worst thing sboubt this magazins—no,
must say the worst thingg——are as Ifollows: the editorial personality
goes against my graln; the materisl is yellow—=journalistioc in caliber

O
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and presentation; and geod illos by geood artiste are ruined. Hall knows
how to cut an 11Jo on a stencil. (GHOD, does he know ]) But from there
on, he has not what I1'd call experiness with-the mimeo medivm. Thers is
an average of one illo per page=—and the average gize of these is one
third of the whole page., Layout takes up more-<=and what®s 1lefs is the
text., Which-is pretty puny, if you ask me. He has about £ifty illeg %o
use. fnd the material fails ulterly to back it up. Well, there you
have it. Most definitely not recommended. Check that address: 22123
San Antonilo St. LMUZZY is no% Tezan. 1% is uwnique, Uniquely pooT...80
much like the Baltimore branch of the Hearst papers. Comprendez?

This fanzine is being sent abroad for the epecisl purpose of tapping
foreign interest in Umbra and fendom. Excluding the UK, of course, I
would like replies, if feasible, in accorxdance with this purposg. 1
certainly hope yeu enjoyed the issug. To those %o whom English I8 the
native language, the same applies; but it's different, since I know
(more or less) abouwt Anglo=American Fandom. Low Fandom and German Fan-
dor loom a8 broad,frontierse to the cast, 11t only by the glow of first
dawn. Until the next issue, or %till I write you, or %ill ygg;ggggg o
a cordial leave~taking. Thanks to everyons who was behind Umbra p“giﬁn

John Ritchcock
15 Arbutus Ave.
Baltimore 28, Md.
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